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T

he U.S Minority News is a global platform in both digital and print formats.
We aim not only to provide a wealth of
information and guidance in business, but
with connections, inspiration and motivation
as well. An iconic, global business media
brand, we promote and inspire excellence
within the business world, and inform on
what going is going on in the United States,
Puerto Rico and Latin America. Our focus
is to reach the elite among Minority Business People.
The inaugural edition of Minority Business
News will be a high quality, full-color, fullsized advertorial, providing exclusive and
limited opportunities for businesses to
showcase their company to Minority-owned
businesses.
This first edition will be dedicated to the
most wonderful place to do business in the
Caribbean: Puerto Rico. We delve deeper into both the professional and personal
lives of business leaders, exploring the lifestyle interests, leadership and pursuits of
this affluent audience to facilitate relations
and bring new opportunities.

Doug Mayorga
Publisher & President
president@minoritychamber.net
202.250.0260

Our reader demographics
Business Elite:
Average Age: 42 -65
Income: $100,000-$350,000
Gender: Male 65%- Female 35%
Region: USA:60% Other 40%
Industry: Trade 59% Investors 31%
Other 10%

19 Years of
experience
at the
Minority
Chamber of
Commerce

Every month we will publish in both English
and Spanish for our large business audience, including the powerful sector that is

minority business, in 7 countries and 35
U.S. cities. Our editorial creates conversations on all platforms inside trade, investment, international cooperation and public-private partnership, while our voice is the
one that matters to decision makers. Our
distribution targets the elite leader.
Through interviews with local top executives from Puerto Rico, federal government
officials and the government of the island,
we learned how Hurricane Maria is still affecting many businesses and the economy
overall. As we often see during natural disasters, Hurricane Maria amplified pre-existing private sector stability and stresses
and inequities of the average family.
Our social media presence and digital platform (www.usmminoritynews.com), Facebook and Twitter have been invaluable mediums to grow our membership. We have
also exponentially expanded readership
and interact with people who aren’t necessarily members, but follow us nonetheless
because of the topics we share and address in this premier edition. Puerto Rico is
the core of our inauguration. It is crucial for
us to progress in an era of enhanced media
and other channels in a best effort to aid
the people of the Island. Please enjoy our
first edition.
I am honored to be Publisher of the U.S
Minority News. Please do not hesitate to
contact me at president@minoritychamber.
net with any questions or feedback. I look
forward to our important mutual interactions
in the weeks, months and years ahead!
Respectfully

About the U.S Minority Chamber of Commerce
USMCC consists of more than 25,000
members representing 18,765 unique companies from all industries and over 450,000
contacts (data profiles with emails) on
the East Coast of the United States, Latin
America and the Caribbean. Its members
represent a diverse group from the elite

to minority owned small businesses, as
well as professionals throughout the global
commerce, investment, international cooperation and public-private partnerships who
share a common goal in building and developing economic opportunities.
USMCC is managed and operated by a full-

www.minoritychamber.net
OUR GLOBAL PARTNERS
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time professional staff and governed by a
6-member Board of Directors. The organization works in line with President Donald
Trump’s message of putting America first as
well as other governments in the region, to
reduce poverty and reduce illegal immigration.
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A Woman of Inspiration & Dedication
EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH
PRESIDENT & CEO,
MS. WALESKA RIVERA

M

Success,
opportunities
and
Challenges
in the
Reconstruction
of Puerto Rico

arch is Women’s History Month and
there is so much to celebrate. Women have made a tremendous impact as entrepreneurs; providing for their
families, communities and the overall economy. One of these highly inspiring women
is Ms. Waleska Rivera from Puerto Rico.
She is the President and CEO of Danosa
Caribbean, one of the largest manufacturers in the construction industry, with a focus on roofing. Considered one of the most
powerful women in Puerto Rico, she was
gracious enough to spend some of her time
with us and share her own experiences,
leadership and perspective of the state of
the island today.
Who is this amazing woman? Waleska
Rivera became sole proprietor of Danosa
Caribbean, Inc. when she purchased the
company following a devastating fire at
the company’s manufacturing plant. She
showed great courage in financing the
purchase and assuming responsibility for
reopening the plant. She was successful
in recovering market share, regaining confidence of clients, distributors, government
and finance companies. Ms. Rivera skillfully
challenged international companies exhibiting her trustworthy and determined character. In her management of Danosa, she
saved and created hundreds of jobs and
helped to foster many independent businesses.
Was construction something you have
always been interested in? “Construction was never a goal in my life, but it has
been a marvelous experience of which I am
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grateful. We have been able to protect so
many homes, hospitals, schools, manufacturing facilities and other properties, by installing our roofing materials on their roofs.
More than just as a business, it has been
a privilege to help others feel secure and
deliver peace of mind to building owners.”
Your definition of success? “Success
has never been a goal or a destination,
it is a journey full of challenges, achievements and responsibilities towards my family, company, work colleagues, clients, my
community and those who have been part
of my life in different phases.”
What does Danosa Caribbean mean to
you? “Danosa is an extension of my family
which I have dedicated my life. Danosa
has been the means to be able to serve
others within our community in Puerto Rico
and abroad.”
Describe why Danosa Caribbean is considered one of the top 10 construction
companies in the Caribbean? “Danosa,
with over 40 years’ experience, established
in 1978, DANOSA® CARIBBEAN, Inc. is
a world-class manufacturer of roofing and
waterproofing solutions for new construction, maintenance and restoration. Our
products provide roofing solutions for green
roof, cool roof, and solar roof systems. For
the last 40 years we have been delivering
the highest quality solutions for Architects,
Roofers and Contractors, Building Owners
and Developers for their roofing and waterproofing needs. We also serve Distributors
and Manufacturers interested in the products that we manufacture.”
Working within the public sector, have
you been involved in the recovery process after Hurricane Maria? Tell us your
experience with Federal Government,
the government of Puerto Rico and Mayors in Puerto Rico throughout the reconstruction process? “I began working as a
volunteer about a week or so after the hurricane in what was known as the COE (Centro de Operaciones de Emergencia), which
later become the PR BEOC (Puerto Rico
Business Emergency Operations Center).
This gave us the opportunity to help satisfying need in different aspects such as diesel
distribution to hospitals, water task force
and electricity task force among others, in
working with the federal Government, PR
government and mayors in support of the
PR reconstruction. We still have a long way
to go towards the future and a better com-

munication and understanding of the island
will be necessary between federal and local governments. Reconstruction has been
slow”
From your perspective, how would you
say the reconstruction of Puerto Rico
is doing? “It has been a challenge. Puerto
Rico was devastated by Hurricane Maria,
but at the same time there were other atmospheric events both prior to and afterward
that affected the USA. Nonetheless, reconstruction of Puerto Rico is on its way. There
are numerous opportunities for us and for
inventors who can be part of building a new
more resilient Puerto Rico”
What are your biggest hope and greatest
fear for the future of Puerto Rico? “My
biggest hope for the future of Puerto Rico is
that the world recognizes the value of living
and investing in this small island. My greatest fear is that we do not create opportunities for a younger generation, so that they
are attracted to stay and become part of the
future social and economic development of
Puerto Rico”.
How is the private sector involved in the
reconstruction of Puerto Rico? Are there
fair opportunities for local companies in
this process? “The private sector will be
involved in the reconstruction. We will have
to unite forces locally or with investors to
assure a fair share, so that the investment
for reconstruction serves as a contribution
to the growth of the PR’s economy. The use
of PR labor and products will be crucial.”
As a CEO, please share a message
for the business people of the United
States, Latin America and the Caribbean? “As a CEO in Puerto Rico, I can tell
you that we welcome investment and our
island is a great place to live, invest and
work. We have great talent, manufacturing
experience, service oriented, construction
opportunities and excellent investment incentives. Our currency is the US Dollar,
no passport is needed for travel from the
US, and we offer a stable legal & political
framework.”
What is your dream as a Business Leader in Puerto Rico? “My dream as a business leader and as a Puerto Rican is to
make Puerto Rico a center of excellence
using our entrepreneurial spirit, productivity,
will and commitment so that we can enjoy a
better quality of life that future generations
will all be proud of.”
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Exclusive Report:

One-on-One with FEMA’s Director in Puerto Rico, Michael Byrne

Michael Byrne serves as the Federal
Coordinating Officer/Federal Disaster Recovery
Coordinator for the Hurricane Irma and Maria
response and recovery in Puerto Rico. He is
responsible for more than $50 billion in federal
disaster recovery assistance, and coordinated
the entire federal government response
operation in Puerto Rico. Byrne is also the
Caribbean Area Division Director.

“

Give us an overview on FEMA’s
mission in Puerto Rico

The mission of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) is to reduce the loss of life and property and
protect our institutions from all hazards
by leading and supporting the nation in a
comprehensive, risk-based emergency
management program of mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery. The
most important lesson from the challenging
disasters of 2017 is that success is best
delivered through a system that is federally
supported, state managed, and locally executed. The Agency has developed a Strategic Plan that seeks three ambitious, but
achievable, goals for 2018-2022. The Strategic Goals are focused on FEMA’s Vision
– a prepared and resilient Nation.
• Strategic Goal 1: Build a Culture of Preparedness
• Strategic Goal 2: Ready the Nation for
Catastrophic Disasters
• Strategic Goal 3: Reduce the Complexity
of FEMA
How has Puerto Rico used billions in
hurricane relief funds from FEMA to
date?
• FEMA approved more than $2.4 billion
dollars in grants through its Individual Assistance Program, of this amount, $755 million in Housing Assistance, $407 Million in
Other Needs Assistance and $946 million
towards survivors with Immediate Needs.
• US Small Business Administration (SBA)
approved more than $2 billion in low-inter-

est loans.
• US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) installed more than 59, 000 temporary roofs.
• FEMA has disbursed more than $24 million Disaster Unemployment Assistance.
• More than $5.4 billion in Public Assistance funding has been awarded for debris
removal and emergency protective measures. This amount includes, $4.2 billion
in protective measures, $1.9 billion to the
Puerto Rico Electric Power and Authority,
$8.5 million, $8.5 million for Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, $294 million in Community Disaster Loans.
• $2.1billion towards the power grid restoration.
• $20 million awarded to Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for Community
Development Disaster Recovery.
• Nearly $600 million approved towards the
Department of Education.
How would you describe Puerto Rico’s
current state overall after Hurricane
Maria? “There are still many challenges
to overcome during the recovery process
phase in the island. Puerto Rico’s current
situation includes a fragile infrastructure,
particularly its power grid, which exacerbated the level of destruction and hampered
the initial response. However, Puerto Rico’s
recovery brings an opportunity to transform
the island by implementing solutions that
are cost effective, forward-looking, innovative and resilient. Following its strategic
plan, FEMA is working closely with the local
government to support and enhance Puerto
Rico’s ability to withstand and recover from
future disasters through individual, business and community preparedness; redundant systems; continuity of operations; and
improved codes and standards”.
How will Puerto Rico spend billions
in long-term federal recovery money
through FEMA’s program? (What areas
will most of the billions in long-term
federal recovery funds be designated to
throughout the island?) “In order to address the complexity of the magnitude of
impact caused by the catastrophic events,
FEMA has been working closely to support the long-term recovery needs and requests from the Puerto Rico government.
Strengthening Puerto Rico’s critical infrastructure by rethinking its design to be more
modern, sustainable and resilient than before the hurricanes, and to effectively support people, industry, and the economy”.

How will FEMA address its preparedness plan, which was exposed by Maria,
for future natural disasters? (How will
FEMA implement its preparedness plan
for future natural disasters?) “Embracing
this culture of preparedness starts at home,
FEMA and the government of Puerto Rico
are working closely to help families prepare
and understand risks. Resiliency is more
than just strengthening our buildings and
other infrastructure, it’s making sure that
our citizens have the proper tools and skill
sets to reduce the impact of future disasters. FEMA and Puerto Rico are proactively encouraging families and individuals to
be alert, and to be prepared. Furthermore,
FEMA and the Government of Puerto Rico
are focused on operational and preparedness strategies. Preparedness is a whole
community approach where all components participate in the process to develop
a Puerto Rico culture of resilience including
health and social services, mental health,
preparedness and relief commodities”.
What are the key priorities over the next
8 months for the recovery of Puerto
Rico? “The priority of the Federal Emergency Management Agency is to support
the Government of Puerto Rico and his development of the long-term recovery plan
after the devastation caused in 2017 by
hurricanes Irma and Maria”.
What is the value and purpose of the
large contract and to whom? (What is
the value and purpose of the larger contracts assigned to the recovery and to
whom?) “The process of drawing up contracts is solely between the applicant and
the other party. Since FEMA plays no role
in the creation of such contracts, we have
no further details”.
Do you think FEMA is ready for business, HOW? “FEMA has maintained permanent presence in the Caribbean since
1989 and will continue to support disaster
survivors and the Puerto Rico Government
in its recovery efforts. The hurricane Maria recovery operation is financed with the
Disaster Relief Fund (DRF) to which the
U.S Congress has appropriated funding for
emergencies and major disasters declared
by the President. Under these declarations
FEMA continues to aid impacted survivors,
states and territories for FEMA’s Individual
Assistance, Public Assistance and Mitigation Programs”.

For more information about FEMA: www.fema.gov
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IS PUERTO RICO’S RECOVERY POSSIBLE?
Former
Secretary of
State Exclusive
Interview on
Economic
Growth
Antonio “Tito”
Colorado:

“A Man for
History”

T

he former Secretary of State of Puerto Rico gave an exclusive interview,
on the sidelines of the recontruction
of Puerto Rico, introducing the recovering
development and answering questions. Mr.
Colorado stated that Puerto Rico’s economic situation in 2019 could be described as
“stable with progress” in different component of the economy.
The “progress” was mainly shown in three
aspects: first, the economy before maria
and today, second, the federal government
assistance became the major driving force
of economic growth through different programs creating jobs, better infrastructure
and sustainability; third, the manufacturing
and tourism sectors turned to be the leading industries of national economy.
Today you are in the private sector and
consultant to different businesses.
You’ve been at this game a long time.
How do you maintain your mental and
physical energy?
“First, I believe it is in my DNA, as my father worked until he was well over 90 and
my grandfather did the same. Many of my
family members, my uncles, aunts and other relatives have lived long lives and have
worked hard. Second, there are too many
important things for me to do before I retire.
So most probably, I will not retire. I want to
help the youth in Puerto Rico become the
best and help Puerto Rico to be again the
show case and the shining star of the Caribbean”.

You served as Economic Development
Administrator, Secretary of State of
Puerto Rico and Resident Commissioner of Puerto Rico in Washington, DC under the administration of Governor Rafael Hernández Colón. Considering your
expertise in corporate and tax policy
matters, how can Puerto Rico reduce its
fiscal obligation with its creditors?
“At this moment, Puerto Rico is under the
protection of article 3 of the Promesa legislation, so it is the bankruptcy Judge that
is looking at our debt as presented by the
government and creditors. The Promesa
board and the government must negotiate
the debt with the creditors and the bondholders”.
You were one of the leaders in the revenue-sharing relationship with the federal government in 1985, through a great
program that brought many pharmaceutical companies to the island, among
others, the IRS Code known as Section
“936”. Are there any new incentives or
active programs for investors?
“We lost section 936 in 1995. Since then
the manufacturing employment numbers
have been decreasing and right now, we
have less than half of the manufacturing
direct jobs that we had in 1995. At this
time, we have close to 80,000 manufacturing jobs while at that time we had 167,000
manufacturing jobs in Puerto Rico. Therefore, we need to do something to increase
jobs in the productive sectors.
The new tax reform in the United States
puts Puerto Rico in the same position than
that of any foreign country with regards to
investments by U.S. citizens and residents
in businesses abroad. Puerto Rican corporations owned by U.S. residents will be
taxed at approximately 11 %, the same as
if those investments were done in Ireland,
Dominican Republic, Singapore or other
foreign places”.
How would you describe the new era of
government leadership style in Puerto
Rico? “We have had five governors in the

last 20 years, and we have not been able to
establish a strong and sound economic development program. Nothing can be more
harmful to our image, in the eyes of investors, than the continuous changes in the
rules that affect those that invest in Puerto
Rico. Uncertainty is the worst enemy of the
investor. We need to work together to create a positive image of Puerto Rico for the
investors”.
Let’s start directly with the latest developments about Puerto Rico and its fiscal situation. The U.S. Government has
warned that there may be no funding for
the Island. If you were governor of Puerto Rico, what would be the precautionary measures you would take in order
to prevent it? “Puerto Rico must earn the
credibility it has lost with the Federal Government. We will get our money, but we
must be transparent in everything we do.
We cannot say one thing and do another
or lie about important issues, agreements,
etc. We must improve our relations with
the Federal government, we have done it
before.
What is your message for the business
people in the United States, Latin America and the Caribbean? “It is true that we
must correct some of the problems that we
have, but nevertheless Puerto Rico offers
benefits that are unique and are being enjoyed by hundreds of businesses.
It is important to study the opportunities
that Puerto Rico offers to investors from the
United States and other countries. When
someone enters Puerto Rico, it has entered
the United States jurisdiction. Once you
are in Puerto Rico, you do not need a visa
to travel to any other place in the United
States. On the other hand, Puerto Rico enjoys Fiscal Autonomy and for tax purposes
Puerto Rico is not part of the U.S. tax system. Residents of Puerto Rico do not pay
Federal Taxes on their Puerto Rico source
income. Foreign corporations or entities are
not taxable in the U.S. on their Puerto Rican
source income”.

Washington | Puerto Rico | Miami | New York
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An Exclusive Interview with Mr. Manuel Laboy Rivera:
Deep insight
into the future
of Puerto
Rico’s
economy

P

uerto Rico’s Secretary of Economic
Development & Commerce, Mr. Manuel Laboy Rivera, was appointed by
Gov. Ricardo Rossello in January 2017. He
has had a quick and profound impact in this
role and has been one of the architects of
the economic and business reconstruction
on the island after Hurricane Maria.
Mr. Laboy Rivera is also the Executive Director of the Puerto Rico Industrial Development Company (PRIDCO). His main purpose is to attract new investment, promote
the creation of new jobs and strengthening
of small and medium sized enterprises on
the island. He is responsible for the development and strategic implementation of
Puerto Rico’s economic development plan,
including competition-based reform, infrastructure related projects and the innovation of a technology driven agenda.
What has been your main challenge thus
far as Puerto Rico’s Secretary of Economic Development and Commerce?
“When we took office in January 2017,
Puerto Rico was already experiencing economic and fiscal difficulties. The economy of
Puerto Rico has been contracting for more
than a decade. It had a debt that exceeds
100 percent of its annual economic output
and has caused fiscal liquidity and solvency challenges. Additionally, the approval of
PROMESA in 2016 has created a certain
lack of clarity regarding governance matters, which in turn may impact our business
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climate. Uncertainty is not good for local or
external investors. Moreover, in September
2017, Puerto Rico was hit by Hurricanes
Irma and María. The magnitude of the
devastation on the Island caused by these
natural disasters is historic and demands
an extraordinary response for Puerto Rico
and the Federal Government to get back
on its feet. On top of these incredible circumstances, in December 2017, Congress
approved the federal tax reform (Tax Cuts
& Jobs Act), which will have an impact, both
on our current manufacturing base, and on
the promotion strategies and incentives use
to attract foreign investment to the island.
What are your vision and objectives in
the rebuilding of Puerto Rico’s economy? Governor Rossello’s vision can be
summarized in the following five key pillars:
1) Communicate to the world that Puerto
Rico is Open for Business and that the current Administration is executing structural
reforms to improve the ease of doing business and promote the optimal climate to attract investment and grow local enterprises.
2) Position Puerto Rico as the Connector
of the Americas, not only because of our
privileged geographical location and being
part of the US, but also because we are a
bi-cultural society, making Puerto Rico the
perfect bridge between the US Mainland
and LATAM.
3) Transform Puerto Rico into an Island of
Innovation, including strengthening education, research and development ecosystem
and infrastructure, and our workforce.
4) Establish Puerto Rico as a leader of the
Human Cloud, attracting the best talent
from all over the world, and creating the
physical and digital infrastructure to enable
connectivity, exchange of creative ideas
and best practices.
5) Reform the Government to become a
true enabler of opportunities for all its citizens.
At this time, what are the key facts that
we should be aware of in the economic reconstruction of Puerto Rico? First,

PUERTO RICO IS A U.S. JURISDICTION
IN THE CARIBBEAN, with a privileged location, U.S. dollar and citizenship, with
the required stability and legal/regulatory
framework to promote investment. This
means that all goods and services produced in Puerto Rico are considered “Made
in U.S.A.”. Second, Puerto Rico offers ATTRACTIVE TAX INCENTIVES for strategic
eligible activities and sectors. Third, Puerto
Rico has a skilled, educated, and bilingual
WORKFORCE, with vast knowledge in U.S.
and global regulations (for example, we
graduate over 1,000 engineers per year).
Fourth, it is expected the US Federal Government will invest about $100 Billions in
the next 10 years through disaster recovery
programs such as CDBG and FEMA Permanent Work. Additionally, private investment in key areas such as infrastructure is
expected via Puerto Rico’s Public-Private
Partnerships framework. And finally, Puerto
Rico is a TROPICAL PARADISE!.
What are your hopes for the future of
Puerto Rico? I am very optimistic about
the present and future of Puerto Rico. I
believe we have an incredible opportunity
to transform our social and economic landscape to significantly improve the quality of
life for the people of Puerto Rico. We are
in the process of diversifying the economy
and to decentralize economic development
to impact the island 100 miles by 35 miles.
My objective is to continue executing the
current Administration economic policies
and economic development initiatives to
make Governor Rosselló’s vision for Puerto
Rico a reality.
What is your message to business people around the world? My message to all
Puerto Ricans, those that are living in the
island as well as the diaspora in the US
Mainland: be part of the transformation of
Puerto Rico. This message is extended to
all US citizens and to the rest of the world.
This is the best time to visit and invest in the
island. Puerto Rico is Open for Business
and for Tourism!

Washington | Puerto Rico | Miami | New York
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Snapshot of Our Events

The U.S Minority Chamber of Commerce presents our report about our activities during 2018 with business leaders, investors and partners that have paricipated. Our mission is create a platform with a world-class service, providing new channels for members, partners
and governments to do business, strengthen cooperation and to promote common prosperity in the world economy and trade with the
United States.

Gala 2018 Miami

Gala 2018 DC
Small Business Summit Miami 2018
Speakers and Board Members

Business Tour Puerto Rico
third Edition November 2018

CEO SUMMIT DC December 2018
Speakers and Honorable Guests

The Caribbean Gala DC November 2018
New Partner: Hon. Trinidad & Tobago Ambassador

The Premier U.S. & Honduras Innovation 2019
Hosted by Hon. Mayor of Puerto Cortes, Alan David Ramos

Recovery Conference -Miami -FEMA
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Mayors from Honduras, Costa Rica, Haiti and
Colombia The 4th World Municipality
Conferences Washington DC

New Members in Honduras

PUT AMERICA FIRST!

Meet Our Executives
New Partnership with
the State of Florida

Doug Mayorga
Chairman Elite Group

Sean Lee
Chairman Innovation

Alan David Ramos
Mayor Puerto Cortes

Guillermo Escalona
Chaplain Baptist Hospital

Antonio “Tony” Gonzalez
Chairman O.T Trans

Irma Sanchez
Directora Miami

Maria Loaisiga
VP- Miami

Veronica España
Director Honduras

Bill Greenberg
Director DC

Jose Mendez
Director Puerto Rico

Hue Reynolds and Doug Mayorga

Carlos Barrios Director
Bogotá

Blanca Flores
Director Palm Beach

Orlando Rincon
Director Cali-Colombia

Patrick Cordero PA
Legal Advisory

Luis Garcia
Director Costa Rica

U.S. Minority Chamber of Commerce and
Florida and Department of Management
Services Office of Supplier Diversity Sign
Agreement to Boost Small Businesses.
Ambassador Agreement assists South Florida Businesses in Governmental Contracting.

Partnership

Doug Mayorga and the CEO Mr. Leszek
Ladowski of the Central- East Europe
Chamber Commerce with more than 2 million members, sign a MOU of relationship.
USMCC consider the purpose and nature
of our relationship with global business
associations as a point of international interest and strategic convergence. This
partnership will be a bridge from the U.S
minority companies to European business
community.

Ibis Santana, Branch Manager of Avis-Miami and CEO Mr. Mayorga, sign a formal
agreement where Members and Partners
will obtain a 10% discount of the internet
rate with Avis Car Rental applied to Miami
Only. Take advantage of our discount programs on hotels, restaurants and attractions dedicated to assist our membership
with incentives and opportunities. Join our
partnership program contact us:
registrations@minoritychamber.net

The Minority Chamber of Commerce has
entered into a new era of collaboration,
programs and partnership with public
officials of the U.S. Congress. Doug Mayorga with Hon. Tim Scott, United States
Senator. These partnerships are defined
by: Co-created solutions to shared common interest that advance the core goals
of this honorable relation. The USMCC has
a strong relation with dozens of public officials of the United States Government.

Washington | Puerto Rico | Miami | New York
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The Innovative Reconstruction of Puerto Rico
A United Team with Purpose,
Lead by PRMA
facturing sector since 2016?
“I have been a PRMA member since the
80’s, and from the very first moment, I realized the relevance of the Organization.
From the Vice Presidency for Local Industries under the leadership of then President,
Josen Rossi in 2008, to my own turn starting in 2016, my constant has been focusing
on innovation and inclusion by execution.”

By: Doug Mayorga
Publisher The U.S Minority News
president@minoritychamber.net

Our Front Cover

What has been PRMA’s greatest accomplishment since the devastating effects
of Hurricane Maria on the island’s economy in 2017?
“ Industrialists, or as we say in Spanish
“Industriales” are the best example of Institutional relevancy. It is Puerto Rico’s best
tool for socio-economic development, and
under my presidency from Plan to Action
PRMA has been the name of the game.
With a very talented Board of Directors,
and a strong group of leaders, together we
are making the difference in helping Puerto
Rico become great again.”

This Month’s Exclusive Executive Interview: Mr. Rodrigo Masses, CEO, Puerto Rico Manufacturers Association (PRMA)
By Doug Mayorga, Publisher
The U.S Minority News

M

r. Rodrigo Masses has served as
the Chairman of the Puerto Rico
Manufacturers Association (PRMA)
since 2016. He is one of the Puerto Rican
business leaders who experienced the after
effects of Hurricane Maria on the island’s
manufacturing sector first hand. The PRMA
is the leading voice and advocacy group of
the business economic sector representing
more than 48% of Puerto Rico’s GDP.

His personal story of success is a legacy
to the island’s future entrepreneurs, in 1988
he founded Makro Importers and Distributors, a company dedicated to the manufacturing and distribution of specialized
furniture. A decade later, Masses founded
Makro Trading, a business division specializes in wine importation and distribution but
also with a consulting service division for
other manufacturing companies.
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Mr. Masse’s consulting expertise has been
retained by prominent consulting firms
seeking advice on export markets, expansion and M&A. Mr. Masses-Artze is a proven strategist, able to identify opportunities
for positive change and growth even in the
direst of state such as the aftermath of Hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico. We learned
more about his leadership capabilities, his
enterprising legacy and his personal story
below.
How was PRMA founded?
“In 2006, under the guidance of Edgardo
Fábregas, Puerto Rico developed a new
law for Industrial Promotion. This was our
route to what became the strongest manufacturing platform ever known. PRMA Industrial Promotion group is hot and widely
pursued, searching for and helping companies or startups to base their activities in our
Island-nation.”
What has been your experience as CEO
of the PRMA in aiding the island’s manu-

Under your executive leadership, what
is the Puerto Rico’s Manufacturing
Association’s most active goal to improve Puerto Rico’s economic competitiveness?
“I have three pillars as a testament of PRMA
commitment for a new Puerto Rico:
● Transform Puerto Rico’s power system
into a modern, diversified and streamlined
operation capable of producing low cost
and reliable electricity. To achieve this goal,
we created the

“Building a New Puerto Rico requires new
ideas, innovative thinking and hard work with
an important message to the Federal Government and local public officials; we are playing
a significant role in improving the island along
with our valuable members and partners”,
Rodrigo Masses, CEO of PRMA

PUT AMERICA FIRST!

Puerto Rico Energy Crisis Report to keep
federal policymakers updated on developments in this process.
● Achieve fair federal tax treatment for
Puerto Rico
● Turn the island into an air cargo hub by
pursuing an exemption from U.S. cabotage
laws, like Alaska.”
What are your expectations and challenges faced within the manufacturing
and industrialist business sector for
2019?
“The challenge to democratize the electrical market by transitioning the Government
Utility Company into an independently regulated and open competition market is a
must. This will be achieved in this great year
of 2019. Industriales E nergy Committee,
along with the think and action tank created
in 2016 under the name of the Institute for
Competitiveness are majorly responsible
for this gigantic achievement”
Describe how Maria affected the economy of Puerto Rico?
“Hurricane Maria struck Puerto Rico, and
according to FEMA caused more damage
than Katrina and Sandy combined. Over
3.3 million US Citizens continue to struggle
each day to restore life to normal. While the
devastated remains of the island’s electrical
infrastructure and its dysfunctionality are a
daily reminder of the need to do things the
right way this time. Nevertheless, we foresee a bright future for our island based on
this once-in-a-lifetime-opportunity to rebuild
better than ever. However, restoration is
taking far longer than we imagined”.
What decisions did PRMA make correctly that propelled the organization to its
current Caribbean market leadership?
“ Industriales is the only organization in
Puerto Rico geographically designed and
built to serve. Through our seven regions
we serve our members with commitment,
value and more importantly, results. Our
Regional directors are another example of
goodwill and now with Dominican Republic,
and very soon Orlando, Florida, the Puerto
Rico Manufacturing Association will make
another statement of quality and strong-will
to do what must be done. No need to mention, how important this Expansion Program
becomes when lobbying in any Political Apparatus.”
How do you see Puerto Rico unfolding
over the short to medium term in jobs
creation? Will it be necessary to open
a new economic engine for the island,
through entrepreneurship led by PRMA?

“ Our Academía supplies knowledge and
intelligence on all matters, from manufacturing quality, to salesmanship, and on
a weekly basis have become part of our
member’s employee development programs. The newly lounge Integrating Marketing Program (IM) offers a unique marketing platform engine for market access and
gives total exposure to anyone interested in
promoting a product. This is another exponential enhancement giving a strong business development arm to our Purchasers
andSuppliers Committee. With our E-promo
engine, Industriales Magazine, radio program and iconic activities, any entrepreneur
can find a way to succeed.”
Recently, Puerto Rico’s Governor Ricardo Rosselló, announced his administration’s intentions to privatize and
transform PREPA, what does energy
privatization represent for Puerto Rico?
“Pursuant to the Governor’s announcement, the executive branch proposed legislation pursuing
PREPA’s transformation and changes to the
current energy commission which were not
accepted by our legislature. Currently our
legislators are working on a new proposal
that will hopefully create the legal framework needed to transform the island’s energy model and promote new technologies.
Congress may also consider initiatives to
ensure the eventual development of the 21
Century electrical power supply and distribution system necessary to serve America’s largest Territory of 3.3 million U.S.
Citizens. It is evident that everyone agrees
Puerto Rico’s energy model has to change,
it’s just a matter of how it will be done.”
What are your hopes for the future of
Puerto Rico and its people?
“The road to excellence requires innovation
and open mindedness to aggressively identify new avenues to develop and redefine
revenue sources needed to finance Industriales’s Agenda for the future. PRMA plus
is a new and unique approach establishing
partnerships and new products that for the
first time in many years, are a potential for
growth income. This is what is hoped for
our island people.”
Following on the previous question,
what do you see as the role of PRMA in
facilitating such innovation?
“Our initiatives recognizes that innovation
happens in every sector of Puerto Rico’s
economy and depends very much on the
resourcefulness, creativity and drive of the
people of Puerto Rico in collaboration between the public and private sectors from

the United States. Industriales is the catalyst for business action.”
What gives you the greatest satisfaction
as CEO of PRMA?
“ The PRMA business development agenda
is all about the enhancement of our island
communities. The principal objective of a
strong economy is to support a healthy and
prosperous society. To witness, this effort
from each one of our members in Industriales, is what move our actions day in and
day out.”
You are a business leader in Puerto Rico
with voice and influence, what do you
think about superavit of the Government
of the island recently announced?
“Strong financial conditions are crucial for
any government to succeed. Therefore, the
economic development through the big four
productive sectors. Manufacturing, tourism,
agriculture and exportation of Services is
critical to impact the Island net revenues”.
Where would you like to see Puerto Rico
in ten years ?
“Before and after Maria , Industriales was
and is the heart of Puerto Rico Institutional
Gobernanza and the best is still to come.”

“The only thing Puerto Rico has left after
[Hurricane] María is the industrial sector”

About PRMA:
The Puerto Rico Manufacturers Association is a
private, voluntary, non-profit organization established
in 1928, with the purpose of uniting all Puerto Rico’s
manufacturers and service industries into a strong and
effective body in order to further their mutual interests
as they relate to the private and public sectors of the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. Their members
produce jobs on a high scale in Puerto Rico. The sector
generates about 73,000 direct and 250,000 indirect
jobs. For more information: http://industrialespr.org/

Washington | Puerto Rico | Miami | New York
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The tourism sector in Puerto Rico
girlfriend is a native of this paradise named,
Puerto Rico.”
The hotel offers business travel experiences
with personalized service in elegant beachfront properties. “Our hotel is committed to
creating extraordinary experiences for executives with a passion for a life lived fully,”
said Mr. Gonzalez-Espinosa. “Our property
can represent Puerto Rico as the perfect
destination with extravagant amenities and
our expertise in nurturing mind-body wellness, as well as world-class cuisine and
excellent service, all with the mesmerizing
power of meaningful experiences,” Gonzalez-Espinosa said.

In conversation with Mr. Jose
Gonzalez-Espinosa, General
Manager of San Juan Marriott
Resort & Stellaris Casino,
Puerto Rico.

P

uerto Rico is making a strong recovery following the damage that was
sustained from Hurricane Maria. According to several executives from high-end
hotels, Puerto Rico is open for Business.
One of these executives is the General
Manager of the spectacular San Juan Marriot Resort & Stellaris Casino in Condado,
Mr. Jose Gonzalez-Espinosa. In an exclusive interview with the U.S Minority News
he was asked about his experiences and
challenges, how he started out in the hotel
industry, as well about the hotel’s exciting
future.
Born in Germany of Spanish parents, he
has lived in eleven countries. “All my life
is in the hotel industry,” he said. “I have a
beautiful family. My wife is from Colombia.
One of my children was born in Brazil, another in Mexico and my little girl in the Dominican Republic. Today, one of my son’s

14
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Tell us about the mission of the San
Juan Marriott Resort? Thank you for this
opportunity, the Marriott Resort has been in
Condado for 30 years and is an icon of the
Puerto Rican Hotel Industry. We are very
proud of that. We have always been and will
continue to be one of the central points of
hospitality in Puerto Rico. We are delighted
to represent what is the culture of service
in Puerto Rico to our customers. The Marriott brand has a very strong market, part
of which is in North America. We like that
the clients and visitors really get to know
what it is to be in El Condado and see the
beauty of the beach, the atmosphere, the
restaurants, the shops and the bars that El
Condado offers.
The hotel is in a strategic area in San
Juan. How many rooms does the hotel
have? We have 527 rooms, of which 2 are
presidential rooms, 14 junior suites and the
rest are standard double or single rooms.
According to the tourist office, Puerto Rico’s 15,000 hotel rooms are still minute
compared to more than 30,000 rooms and
counting in both Jamaica and the Dominican Republic. The island’s hotel inventory
has grown about 44 percent in the last 20
years, but nearby destinations have grown
more because foreign investors saw more
potential.

What happened to the hotel during Hurricane Maria? It was a big challenge for
us. The hotel remained open which was the
most important thing. There were very complicated times, but thanks to the support of
the employees, the hotel continued working
during that difficult time. We also had the
support of the Government regarding the
supply of power and water, the support from
the police and FEMA. Today thanks to this
support, we have recovered all areas of the
hotel and we are 100 percent open with all
of the services that a client expects from a
Marriott Hotel.
Is your convention center one of the biggest in Puerto Rico? One advantage that
our convention center has is how large it is.
The Ballroom has space for 600 people,
yet the small rooms are perfect for small
meetings, with the advantage that is on the
seashore. There are few places in the world
where there is a hotel of this size where
people leave the convention room and find
the beach…that is one of the great advantages. We have the benefit of an excellent
location, with a convention center, restaurants, bars and the Casino that makes us
unique in our class.
What are the advantages offered by the
Marriott Hotel to the international community? We are renovating the rooms with
a modern touch. We are making significant
improvements to the pool area of almost 1
million dollars to make it more tropical. The
client coming to Puerto Rico is looking for
the sun, the beach and palm trees. The
main restaurant is in the pool area and is
being renovated to give it “Puerto Rican flavor.”
Your message to the world? “Come to
Puerto Rico, this will be your home where
you can enjoy and feel like you deserve.
Hurricane Maria is considered the most terrible natural disaster in the history of Puerto
Rico.

Washington | Puerto Rico | Miami | New York
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Organizing for a true reconstruction in Puerto Rico:
“The voice of Women Executives in Leadership”
One on One with
Georyanne Rios
Executive President
PSS Pathfinders, Inc.

members at the U.S. Minority Chamber of
Commerce in San Juan, Puerto Rico. PSS
Pathfinders, Inc. specializes in highly focused human resource efforts in the recruitment of bilingual speaking professionals in
Puerto Rico for the global market.
Rios joined the company in 1988, and
proudly offers over 33 years of business,
management, leadership and consulting
experience in workforce management strategies.
As President of PSS Pathfinders, a
highly specialized staffing agency, how
would you describe the mission of your
organization? “PSS Pathfinders, Inc.
helps fulfil our clients needs with quality human resources solutions, while helping our
companies get the work done and together
climb the ladder of success.”

S

ince November 2017, after a devastating hurricane hit Puerto Rico, the
island has remained plagued by fiscal
instability and a flawed reconstruction process. We recently had the pleasure of conducting a series of in-depth interviews covering the leadership journeys of 6 female
CEOs, most of whom had led large, global
corporations. One of these distinguished
leaders was Ms. Georyanne Rios.
Ms. Rios was able to offer us profound inspiration, guidance and insight. She shared
what motivates her, some of her career
highlights as well as challenges and gave
some key tips and advice on the current
state of Puerto Rico’s reconstruction.
Ms. Rios is President and CEO for PSS
Pathfinders, Inc., one of our corporate

What is the state of the workforce in
Puerto Rico? “Puerto Rico has an educated workforce that stand ready to join employers. The island migration for over 10
years changed the workforce landscape
with new generations eager to contribute
and professionally develop themselves. On
the other hand, employers need to adapt to
these changes and work together to ensure
their success and profitability.”
As a business leader in Puerto Rico,
what is your best advice to the Government of Puerto Rico in terms of job creation and development? “The government
should endorse and support small and local
businesses as overall more jobs are created and in turn help the economy grow.”
If a big storm were striking the island
tomorrow, would Puerto Rico be better

For more information: (787)622-6868 - info@psspathfinders.com
www.psspathfinders.com
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prepared? “I believe we have learned from
this experience and will be more prepared,
nonetheless, there is a long road ahead of
us to travel.”
What is your message as a business
leader? “From all the conferences that I
attended FEMA representatives were very
helpful providing us with information. However, even though many of the bids were
intended to help local companies and the
economy, my experience is that local businesses were considered as a second, third,
or even as a fourth tier… and are still waiting for payments to be made and absorbed
by the system.”
How are today’s conditions for business
in Puerto Rico? “Conditions are better, but
there is a lot to be done. Businesses are
getting stronger as reconstruction is still
undergoing. As far as the job market, there
are a lot of opportunities in all kinds of disciplines.”
Would you like to share a message with
business people throughout the United States, Europe and Latin America?
“Puerto Rico is open for business, there
are a lot of investment opportunities with
the best human capital. Don’t miss out and
learn all of Puerto Rico’s wonders.”

ABOUT THE COMPANY:
A workforce management company, established in
1985, which provides a full range of human resources
solutions including, Temporary Staffing Solutions,
Temporary to Hire, Executive Search Services,
Training, Background Check, Labor Mediation
and Human Resources Consulting.
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NEW GLOBAL PARTNERSHIPS

he U.S. Minority Chamber of Commerce is an economic development organization in world trade and international cooperation.
Our primary focus is on building relations with global institutions such as The World Bank, as well as important federal government
agencies, in our pursuit of Sustainable Development Goals. Major speakers at our conference Doing Business with The World in
Washington, DC.

Mauricio Vera
Director Office of Small Business
US AID

Humberto Lopez
Director Operations & Strategies
World Bank

Nancy Bikondo-Omasa
Director Procurement
World Bank

Ian Steff
Deputy Assist. Secretary for
Manufacturing at US Department
of Commerce

NEWS

HUD approves Puerto Rico hurricane recovery plan,
allows $8.2 billion to aid rebuilding effort
USMCC NEWS CENTER: March 1, 2019.
The HUD Secretary Ben Carson announced
the approval Thursday evening of the latest
Puerto Rico recovery plan, allowing the island devastated by Hurricane Maria in 2017
to start drawing on $8.2 billion for housing,
economic revitalization and infrastructure.
“I think this is a real opportunity for Puerto
Rico to rebuild in a way that will really [allow
it to] be the crown jewel of the Caribbean,”
Carson said in an interview.
The money — which will likely take several

years to spend — had been previously approved by Congress, but the plan itself still
needed approval by the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development, which
was slowed by the 35-day partial federal
government shutdown. HUD said the funds
will continue progress made by an initial
$1.5 billion approved last summer, which
started to flow to the island just within the
past month. But Carson cautioned that the
spending will come with “heightened scrutiny” on its use.

The U.S Minority Chamber of Commerce
announces its HUB -Puerto Rico
An exclusive business center dedicated to
providing up-to-date information, investment, contracts, trade and re-localization
for U.S.-based and global firms wishing to
gain access to the Puerto Rico reconstruction effort and to encourage partnership
with local counterparts in Puerto Rico that
will make a meaningful difference in the
economic growth of the island. Also, the
HUB-Puerto Rico will serve as a local en-

trepreneurship center for local business,
members, and partners of MCC to help in
the provisioning of socially desirable infrastructure and equipment for Puerto Rico’s
small businesses. The HUB will be located at the exclusive sector in Condado, San
Juan. For more information contact our director Jose Mendez (787)367-5391 or by
email to jose.mendez@minoritychamber.
net

Washington | Puerto Rico | Miami | New York
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An exclusive interview with Mayor of the City of Villalba,
Hon. Luis Javier “Javy” Hernández Ortiz

O

n September 20th, the City of Villalba in Puerto Rico, was one of the
most affected areas on the island,
as a result of the most destructive natural
disaster in the history of Puerto Rico.
Today, we are taking a closer look at one of
the smallest cities on the destroyed island,
that has found a way to emerge despite
the devastation. Behind the leadership of
a young, courageous, compassionate and
innovative Mayor, Villalba has progressed
immensely in its local recovery and reconstruction efforts. It lays the groundwork for a
better understanding of the roles of citizens,
the private sector and local officials in disaster preparedness and recovery.
As a great example of a term we endearingly use in Puerto Rico, a “button,” or “un
botón,” the Mayor of the City of Villalba in
Puerto Rico gives us his own perspective
on how he has helped in making the difference in the recovery efforts…despite many
challenges including that of energy vulnerability.
Do you consider yourself a “Millennial” Mayor? In 2013, at age 34, I became
the mayor of my hometown, Villalba. I had
the privilege of growing up in Puerto Rico
during the golden 80s and awesome 90s.
I developed myself professionally during
the technological revolution that came upon
us with the new millennium (2,000). So, I
can say I am an interesting combination of
youth, experience and new vision. So yes!
I’m a Millennial.

Regarding the past year and
future of his municipality
through innovation.

have completed the recovery phase and we
are currently in the reconstruction phase of
our City.

How did you become involved in the political world? First, I did it because I have it
in my blood. All my life I wanted to be mayor
and serve my people. Secondly, because I
want to give my daughters, and the daughters and sons of everyone around me, a
better future in Villalba and Puerto Rico.
What is the biggest challenge in your administration? Certainly, from the first day I
assumed the responsibility of being mayor,
the most important challenge was the terrible economic crisis on Puerto Rico. In addition, the devastation of hurricane Maria and
the catastrophic effects on my city and PR.
How did hurricane Maria affect you?
What is the current condition of your
city? Hurricane Maria destroyed our electrical system, collapsed a large part of our
bridges and roads and the rest of our infrastructure suffered severe damage. We

Do you have a business model and the
supporting technology to transform
your community? We have developed an
energy project that will be an example of
resilience for our country and hopefully the
world. We are designing a Smart City. We
will create a new infrastructure for sports,
service to the elderly, security and above all
we will maximize the potential and talent of
our “Avancinos” as we are already knowing the people of Villalba. Because we are
the first town to have energy in the history
of PR. I only ask from the Central Govern-
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What is your plan for waste recycling?
Currently, our city has a domestic waste recycling system in urban areas, and we have
expanded the service to some rural areas.
This situation must be worked in a serious diligent and uniform way because our
landfill has a lifespan of only 20 years. We
must think of a way to avoid people doing
improper disposal of solid waste. For example, one of my ideas is to use that waste for
energy generation with a system that does
not represent ash production under any circumstances to protect the environment.
What do you think about energy autonomy of the state? I think that energy independence is the Future of our Country.

As an emerging city in Puerto Rico, how
do you prepare your administration to
compete in bringing innovative investors to Villalba? Hurricane Maria exposed
the fragility of our electrical grid. Therefore,
our focus on “investment development” will
start by creating the first Energy Microgrid
in the mountain region of Puerto Rico. Together, the municipalities of Villalba, Orocovis, Barranquitas, Ciales and Morovis, will
create a pioneering system that will be resilient, renewable and cheaper.

18

ment, the Legislature of Puerto Rico and
the Federal Government only one thing:
WILL. I can care for all of the rest to make
all of these things happen.

Do you have innovative plans for energy? We have the most innovative project
that can solve the eternal problem of energy needs in the mountainous region. We
will use our hydroelectric Plant located in
Villalba and connect it to a Micro Grid of
solar panels with a battery storage system.
All this in lands that already belong to the
Municipality.
What do you think about Public-Private
Partnership? I strongly believe that the private sector will play a very important role
in the development of the country’s recovery projects. The Federal funds guarantee
transparency in the development industry
and private investment.
Specifically, our energy project should be a
public-private alliance. The creation of a 5
municipalities consortium represents a major economic boost for more than 100,000
people. Our initiative of inserting non-profits
and pro bono foundations will give our energy initiative a community focus.
Describe your hydroelectric project of
Toro Negro? Our Municipal Legislature approved an ordinance for the creation of a
municipal company to produce an electric
power program that authorizes to administrate and coordinate an effort to bring investors and potential project the “Toro Negro
Hydroelectric Power Plant”. We are ready
to do business with people oversea.

Washington | Puerto Rico | Miami | New York
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OUR COMPASSION PROGRAM
A Bike for the Education of
Children in Honduras:

DID YOU KNOW?

T

housands of little boys and girls walk
2 to 4 kilometers to their schools in rural areas. The U. S Minority Chamber
of Commerce Foundation announces its
humanitarian program Bike for the Future.
This program is being launched in conjunction with the municipalities of Marcovia,
Puerto Cortes, Juticalpa and la Iguala in
Honduras. We will be collecting new bikes
for children ages 10 -15 years old, along
with school supplies. These will be keys
that open the door to a lifetime of education for these children. YOU CAN do something about it… send an email to director@
minoritychamber.net for logistics and more
details.
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NEW MEMBERS: THE MAYORS FROM THE ATLANTIC-GULF OF HONDURAS

The Membership of the public sector is
part of the USMCC global trade and PP3
agenda. By engaging U.S members, we
will create an important corridor to reduce
poverty and avoid illegal immigration. With
the leading role that American companies

play as major investors
in Honduras, it has become one of the fastest-growing economies
and sectors in Central
America. Pictured above
are the Mayors from the
municipalities of Guanaja, Roatán, Tela, Puerto
Cortes, Ceiba, Omoa
y Trujillo. Our mission
is to assist them with
opportunities
through
Public-Private Partnerships, innovation,
trade and training in their communities via
entrepreneurship programs, emergency
preparedness and public security and response processes.

TESTIMONY

Mr. Max Alvarez, CEO of Sunshine Gasoline
Distributors, owns over 300 Florida service
stations, and supplies another 153 independently-owned branded retailers. He is
an Executive Member of the USMCC since
2016. “The Chamber plays a crucial role in
South Florida. Congratulations to the USMMC for highlighting leadership on innovation
and economic development to Central America, the Caribbean and Colombia to Make
America Great Again.”

Washington | Puerto Rico | Miami | New York
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MEMBER OF THE MONTH

T

Data Stream Mobile Technologies, Inc

he Importance of Telecommunications during a Natural Disaster: Data
Stream, a member of the U.S Minority
Chamber of Commerce, provides internet,
phone service, radio and more through satellite 24/7/365. How important is telecommunications to the manufacturing sector?
How important is telecommunications for
a municipality? During a disaster, first responders usually communicate via satellite
when phones and mobile telecommunications are out.
But that has drawbacks: Once the data
lines are overloaded, the connection is
lost. In addition, there are barely systems
available currently for moving vehicles. Our
members, Data Stream, have developed a
new antenna system which reliably transmits data via satellite with a high-bandwidth
and which is suitable for mobile use.

The benefits for a company? Connections without interruptions or dropouts in communication.
How long does it take to receive equipment and installation in a facility? 60 to 90 days.
Do I need a frequency? Yes (depending on country
and government permission)
How much does it cost? $300,000 cost of equipment
including installation plus $2,000 for monthly satellite
services.
Lease available? One year with option to buy. Rent
monthly $15,000 + Deposit based on approval.
Is the equipment mobile? Yes, you can transport anywhere.
Can I sell service to my neighborhood? Yes, we can
provide equipment and accessories for deployment.
What do you get? Depending on geographical area
you can achieve 1 -5miles signal coverage to provide
broadband (internet, IP phone, security, TV) connectivity
in the coverage area
Who must I contact?
Maria Schneider (786)406-2190.

A noteworthy Corporate Executive within our network: Jenny Cerna

Director of Global Leisure Sales
Fontainebleau Miami Beach

millions of young aspiring Latina leaders in
the corporate and business world.
One of these women is Jenny Cerna. Cerna oversees leisure sales for one of South
Florida’s most iconic hotels, Fountaibleu
Miami Beach, also known as the House of
Frank Sinatra.
Born and raised in Tegucigalpa, Honduras,
she has lived in Miami since 2004. She has
had an entrepreneurial spirit from a very
early age. “I started in sales at 15 years old
and owned a small business from ages 1823 prior moving to the States. I don’t watch
TV. I enjoy traveling and I am an avid reader
and learner,” she said.

uring Women’s History Month, the
U.S Minority Chamber of Commerce
is preparing to showcase the 50 Most
Powerful Latinas in corporate America.
Our intention is to give visibility to Hispanic
women who are leadership role models for

How did your passion for luxury hospitality start? “I was a little girl and my dad
took us on a vacation to La Ceiba where
we stayed at a hotel. I found it fascinating
to see people from different parts of the
world gathered in one place, and a group of

D
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people making them feel like they were at
home. So, I fell in love with the hotel business. Vacation is sacred; we all wait for it all
year. It’s an honor to witness precious moments being created in our guests’ memories every day.”
As one of the most outstanding executives from Honduras in the United
States, what is your message to the
young professionals of your country?
“Never reject anything you don’t know anything about. This is the highest form of ignorance. Remember there is only one of you
and you have a unique gift to give to the
world. Meditate. Give thanks. Take a walk.
Help your family, friends, and community a
bit. Science has proven that these simple
practices will keep you healthy, strong and
happy, and you will always get mental clarity to decide in your career path and other
life areas too.”
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