Puerto Rico Economic Reconstruction Summit 2017 concludes with
call for the private sector to be at the center of re-development
The Premier Puerto Rico Economic Reconstruction Summit at the world-class Condado Vanderbilt Hotel in
San Juan came to a close on Friday, Nov. 4, after six hours of intense discussions on how Puerto Rico can
forge a solid new direction. Over 200 participants attended this first bi-monthly event organized by the
Minority Chamber of Commerce in conjunction with the Manufacturing Industrial Association of Puerto Rico,
on the theme, “Public-Private Sector Relations & Simplifying Reconstruction of Puerto Rico.”
DAY 1 – NOVEMBER 3: Welcome Corporate Reception

Keynote Speaker: Hon. William Villafane, Chief Staff of the Government of Puerto Rico.

Minority Chamber Delegates from the U.S.

November 2017 Summit participants.
DAY 2 - NOVEMBER 4: General Session

MCC’s Goal: To facilitate pathways toward new development in Puerto Rico, and provide participants with
valuable knowledge on the process to obtain contracts and other opportunities. MCC made a call of the
Governments from Puerto Rico and the United States, that the private sector is very interest to be part of the
process to rebuild the Island. This should not just be another conference. There has to be some key actions
going forward, deploying economic development to spearhead Puerto Rico’s economic transformation.
Keynote Speaker: Hon. Ricardo Rosello
Governor of Puerto Rico

Guest Speaker: Joaquin Villamil
MCC Counselor

Welcome Remarks: Doug Mayorga
CEO of Minority Chamber

Guest Speaker: Manuel Laboy Rivera,
Secretary- Economic Development of P.R.
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Affected workers in the economy are estimated to
have lost at least $1 billion in salary, which
translates directly to reduced sales.

MR. ALEJANDRO DE LA CAMPA, DIRECTOR OF FEMA REGION 2

MR. RUBEN PADILLA - CONTRACTING OFFICER - GSA

While MCC members have a substantial business presence in Puerto Rico, the Chamber stands ready to assume
the tremendous challenge of helping the island economy by providing business assistance to thousands of small
businesses. For a consultation, please reach out to: president@minoritychamber.net.

The prospect that 35 percent of local businesses will migrate
from Puerto Rico would be a catastrophic scenario
A MESSAGE FROM MCC CEO DOUG MAYORGA: On behalf of the Minority Chamber of Commerce, a national
business association founded in 2000 without public funding and no political agenda, I wish to share insights on what
transpired during our first national Puerto Rico Economic Reconstruction Summit. It was a fortuitous experience
indeed, receiving official first-hand reports from the U.S Government as well as local government officials who have
been here since the Hurricane hit through the present.
Following our intensive three-day Summit in San Juan, we turned our attention to the localities, by visiting a total of
37 municipalities, interviewing 341 local small businesses, and inspecting multiple federal government services
currently being deployed to small companies and the general public. In my capacity as U.S. business leader, I strongly
believe that the private sector needs to be much more actively involved in the rebuilding of Puerto Rico.
1.

2.

3.

A 24-hour hotline to MCC’s Business & Call Center, an information hub for U.S. companies and global
organizations focused on facilitating a smooth entrance to the island, and creating jobs and opportunities.
This center will also include virtual and physical offices with bilingual personnel offering logistical and solid
re-localization support in Puerto Rico.
The Public/Private Partnership in Puerto Rico facilitated by the Chamber – a bipartisan commitment of the
Minority Chamber of Commerce and the U.S. Administration of President Donald Trump for long-term
reconstruction that will immediately facilitate economic development. This will be an extraordinary
opportunity to “speak out” on local private-sector needs and how to get involved with the U.S. Government
in the rebuilding process.
Rebuilding Puerto Rico to enable economic recovery will require tens of billions of dollars in new capital
investment. One of the components will be through the Minority Chamber of Commerce’s regional EB5 &
L1A Visa center for foreign investors. That commitment should include a promise from the U.S, Congress
and the Trump Administration to collaborate on a specific timeline for new legislation for EB5 Investment
VISAs

OPINION: An injection of capital to the private sector on the island is a priority for our business association. The
Puerto Rican government does not have current programs or access to capital markets to incentivize the private
sector in Puerto Rico. Since Hurricane Maria, the economy has been frozen, and there is significantly near-term risk
for companies – the EB5 & L1A can be one of the solutions.

MCC Report for New Economic Development in Puerto Rico:
SMALL BUSINESSES IN PUERTO RICO: Our poll indicates that only 54 percent of local businesses acknowledge that
only the U.S private sector can avert the looming economic disaster in of Puerto Rico by getting in the way of feeding
the bureaucrats and politicians who stand in the way of easy accessibility. Uncertainty about the resolve of the
Federal Government in providing ongoing support to the business community only adds to the motivation of Puerto
Rican businesses-families to leave to the mainland. It is easy to leave with the public funding. We demand more
effectiveness and better options through economic growth.
RESOLVING INADEQUACIES OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE: Major challenges exist in all areas, including housing, energy,
bridges, roads, customer services in the public arena, health, security, and urban traffic management. Innovation
and high tech is a priority for the island. These challenges existed before Hurricane Maria. But failure to address such
issues now, as part of any additional Congressional package requests by Governor Dr. Rosello, could significantly
impair Puerto Rico’s future, and increase the likelihood that hundreds of thousands of businesses will close
permanently if we don’t have a center for innovation inside the private sector. The Chamber’s proposed efforts
clearly “Put America First.” We believe one fantastic initiative will be to create light manufacturing in Puerto Rico. If
they want to gain contracts to rebuild the island, they need to come and establish their center here to create jobs.
BRING HIGH-TECH COMPANIES: Light manufacturing will be necessary for Puerto Rico to rebuild. Accordingly to our
estimates, damage caused by Hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico is in excess of $100 billion, and insurance will cover
less than of 5% of that figure. The economy is frozen, and there is a near-term risk that companies – including fortune
1000 companies such as biopharma and other firms that account for tens of thousands of high paying jobs – will
choose to shift capacity or relocate entirely.
Yet hundreds of U.S. companies and global organizations within the innovation world remain interest in gaining
access to Puerto Rico. We need to coordinate efforts with local public officials and the U.S. government to expedite
a process of legal regulation in port accessibility, in the environmental sector, in construction, and in the highly
sensitive high-tech sector. The Chamber will promote the island around the world and the role Puerto Rico plays in
the Caribbean as a perfect model of growth in all the economic segments: tourism, construction, light manufacturing,
and high-tech development.

Questions from Summit Attendees
Big questions from top delegates to the Puerto Rico Economic Reconstruction Forum: As the premier and exclusive
gathering opened, Governor Ricardo Rosello joined with other speakers in mapping out the tough challenges ahead
for rebuilding the island. MCC is pushing for contracting inclusion, saying U.S. companies and local businesses should
work as equal partners to bring change and opportunities for all.
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One-on-one meetings with FEMA Director Region-2 Alejandro de la Campa

Jenny & Arnaldo Jurie

Mark Calibrone

Ana Hernandez

RECOGNITIONS
In recognition of extraordinary leadership and commitment to
the people of Puerto Rico before, during, and well after
Hurricane Maria. Governor Rosello was honored for his many
contributions to the families, his challenges involved in leading
the public services that face turbulent times, and his strategic
plan for rebuilding Puerto Rico. “The Man of the Year Award”
honors a leader in the United State and its territories who, as
determined by the MCC, has a demonstrated track record of
successfully leadership through times of uncertainty .

Hon. Governor, Dr. Ricardo Rosello
“The Man of the Year 2017”

For his exemplary and professional public service
representing one of the Federal Agencies facing such
daunting challenges. This award recognizes a public
servant with an extraordinary talent and love for Puerto
Rico. His achievements have gone well beyond the
bureaucracy to radically improve upon the experience of
government, and pushes the boundaries of how services
are delivered for the well-being of the Puerto Rico families
through humanitarian aid.

Alejandro de la Campa – FEMA Region 2 Director “The Medal of Honor in Federal Government Public Services”

The Medal of Honor in Public Services for PR
Hon. Secretary of Housing Fernando Gil.

Secretary Gil, for his dedication and amazing efforts
at rebuilding Puerto Rico. As one of the top local
officials, he demonstrates high levels of excellence
and professionalism in management of housing in
Puerto Rico. His efforts ensuring settlement clearly
demonstrate his capacity in fostering interagency
collaboration between such agencies as FEMA, GSA,
and the Corp of Engineers – and for being open to
MCC’s membership base to help to rebuild Puerto
Rico. He is amazing person. Considered by the
Chamber, a symbol of the public service in the
Hon. Secretary of Housing is awarded with
island.

Medal of Honor in Public Service in Puerto Rico
for his strong leadership, wisdom and a
compassion. He represent the many
Secretaries in the Cabinet of Puerto Rico
whose work makes the island better, healthier
and stronger. He is of the individuals who have
gone above and beyond their daily
responsibilities and have made a difference in

DON’T MISS: THE PUERTO RICO CONTRACTING OPPORTUNITIES

November 28, 2017
Senior Contractors Officers from Federal Government, the Puerto Rico Government and U.S Contractors together
with local private companies and U.S minority businesses joined to shearing updates, and gave attendees the
knowledge and hard skills they need to comply and succeed in the reconstruction development in Puerto Rico. All
attendees obtained the opportunity of One-on-One with speakers.

Partnership Speakers:
Hon. Senator Zoé Laboy, Chairwoman

Omar Marrero - Executive Director

Economic Development Congress

Puerto Rico Public/Private Partnership Agency

The Minority Chamber of Commerce, through the Puerto Rico Economic Recontruction Forum, is going to stay on
island to operate a plataform for the brightest ideas and innovators in the partnership arena. Its growing list of public
(Federal Government & Puerto Rico Government) and private-sector members of MCC possess experience in a wide
variety of public-private partnership arrangements.
Additionally, its diverse training and public education programs represent vital core resources for partnering to
rebuild Puerto Rico. Without any doubt, MCC’s members bring unmatched dedication to providing the most
productive and cost-effective public services, be they U.S members or Puerto Rico company associates.
One of our objective is to organizaed a MOU with all the government officials in the recontruccion effort of Puerto
Rico to facility information, process and relations, an minimize cost for the people of the United States’s tax payers.
For more information about updates- president@minoritychamber.net or call (202)250-0260.

Don’t miss our Economic Relief Inniatiative :
ADOPT A LOCAL BUSINESS IN PUERTO RICO WITH SUPPORT IN
EQUIPMENTS AND TOOLS.

Photo Gallery:

Omar Marrero
CEO- Doug Mayorga
Public Relations Chair Bill Kress
MCC MISSION: MCC facilitates collaboration of U.S. businesses, non-profit organizations, and government
agencies with local leaders, whereby risks, resources, and skills are shared in projects related to the restoration
of the Island. Following are the integral components to meeting its goal: Local revitalization of the economy to
create jobs with an emphasis on enhancement of retail, local contractors, hospitality industry economy;
promoting and marketing U.S. contracting as a center for business – a hub with logistic, relocation programs
for U.S companies; Warehousing, personnel, and all permits necessary to operate in Puerto Rico, and access to
our local businesses and municipality database; Clerical support with bilingual personnel and connection
development; housing/neighborhood development; and growth management.
DAY 3- SPECIAL VISIT TO THE INDUSTRIAL MANUFACTURING OF PUERTO RICO

The encounter between U.S companies and their counterparts was an extraordinary opportunity to learn how to
deal with Governments. Delegates discussed strategies, asked questions, made suggestions, and offered their
important points of view – all of which will be presented to the U.S. Congress in coming weeks. Building knowledge
and forging new partnerships with MCC is the motto of the new national initiative which aims to bring together
members of the private sector of the U.S. and Puerto Rico to rebuild the island.

LOCAL LEADERS AND U.S DELEGATION MEMBERS AT THE MINORITY CHAMBER

Concern for Local Companies

U.S. Delegates

Local CEOs

Special Visit to Municipality of Guaynabo, P.R.

Special thanks to Hon. Angel Perez, Mayor of one of the main cities in Puerto Rico, Guaynabo. Our sincere thanks
for hosting MCC in your municipality as part of the Puerto Rico Economic Reconstruction Forum Nov. 3-5. It gave us
a chance to catch up on the news and get acquainted with a local municipality. We are preparing not only donations
for Guaynabo but most importantly, foreign investors.
The Reconstruction HUB center will be a prime way to create jobs for Guaynabo and other cities. Guaynabo will
serve as the first economic target area for MCC with the construction of a $20 million hotel with 120 rooms,
providing more than 100 direct jobs, and over 500 indirect for the economy of the city. Once again, thank you
Mayor Perez. We especially enjoyed our evening conversations regarding different initiatives that will serve to gel
participation of the U.S companies in the rebuilding of Guaynabo. Thank you Mayor Perez!

MCC Conferences in November 2017:
The Exclusive Conference for Mayors and Local NGOs:
“The U.S Donors Conference,” Nov. 29, 2017
Puerto Rico is the biggest humanitarian crisis at present. Billions of dollars in U.S. national philanthropic
organizations are needed to support municipalities and NGOs caught up in the hurricane. The Supporting Puerto
Rico Communities Reconstruction Forum brought together U.S. donors from around the U.S. to rise to the challenge
of raising money needed for the municipalities of the island whose lives have been torn apart by Hurricane Maria.
MCC Commerce and its official partners will host the conference in San Juan, Nov. 29 to raise significant new funding
that will meet the immediate and long-term needs of those affected.

The Exclusive Conference:
“Invest in Puerto Rico,”
Nov. 30, 2017
Our goal is to assist the private sector and Puerto Rican municipalities in EB-5 Entrepreneurship Visa projects,
in entering capital markets around the world, and to have a better vision of the importance of this Green Card
Program in stimulating Puerto Rico’s private sector economy. Invest in Puerto Rico 2017, will include the EB-5
Immigrant Investor Visa program, administered by the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service (USCIS), which is
available to immigrants seeking to enter the U.S. in order to invest in new commercial enterprises that will benefit
the Puerto Rico economy and create at least 10 full-time jobs.
This event is target Investors coming from Latin America, Dominican Republic, Spain, Mexico and Italy. Special tours
will be organized to visit economic development projects from our members in Puerto Rico. Business plan will be
create by the Chamber, and immigration lawyer appointed by our business associated.

Conclusions:
After 23 years away from my homeland of Puerto Rico it was difficult to understand what really happened on the
island with respect to reconstruction with public funding by the tax payers of the United States of America. We want
U.S. private sector and local companies to have greater access to the official information. We are creating a
blueprint for the Minority Chamber of Commerce Economic Hub for Reconstruction beginning Dec. 1, 2017. For any
strategy to be successful, it must be realistic, comprehensive, disciplined, and adaptable to the island recovery. It
must empower Puerto Rico to earn its place as an economic powerhouse in the region through job creations, start
ups, and business expansions in the recovery process. Each of these must be well served by a strategic campaign.
Pray for Puerto Rico, pray for USA, God bless Dr. Ricardo Rosello, God bless President Donald Trump

The Puerto Rico Hub for Economic Reconstruction:
“A private business initiative promoting a New History for the Island”
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24 Hour Hotline for Businesses & Donors: A unique call center dedicated to providing updates and
connections for U.S. and international companies, philanthropic organizations, and U.S. municipalities
wishing to provide official information about any opportunities. The information center will provide
contracts in all components available, and donors will receive information about what needs being
requested by cities in Puerto Rico.
Training Center for local companies to gain access to contracts and how to create partnership with U.S.
Contractors, the mission is to build and foster new business relationships in both sectors. Working together
with all our subcontractors and consultants will make this a successful project in Puerto Rico.
Hospitality Program: To support U.S. companies and business organizations in further enhancing the
abilities of Puerto Rico to provide first-class service to their visitors with local transportation, security, and
housing/apartments and/or hotel accommodations The Chamber aims to achieve this by being a resource
for industry-specific coordination to create jobs through hiring local drivers and hundreds of high level
residential accommodations for our members and delegations.
Relocation Program: Legal registration, permit, licensees, bilingual personnel, machinery rentals,
warehousing, skilled workers for all industries, and public relations. This relocation program will provide
payroll, accounting service, banking relations, and translation services.
Virtual or Physical Office by the Chamber: Grow your way to Puerto Rico Reconstruction with a prestigious
address for your presence in the island, a dedicated local receptionist to answer and handle calls as you
instruct, ability to change your receptionist's instructions immediately at any time, access to 5-star meeting
and conferencing facilities when you need them 24 hours a day, 7 days a week with a professional support
team to look after your administrative tasks.
Event Planner Coordination: We offer a variety of planning and coordination services to make any event a
success. We are able to assist any Chamber in U.S., industry, company, professional, government, and
philanthropic organizations with events large and small in Puerto Rico. We work on everything from trade,
contracting, government relations, academic conferences, and research symposia to professional
development workshops and performing forums. Gain a firm understanding of how the Chamber operates
and gain knowledge in the design, planning, coordination and execution of meetings, conferences,
conventions, special events, and trade shows.
Matchmaking Services: Creating relations, managing productivity, and tracking relations. Our Puerto Rico
cloud-based business matchmaking solution creates matchmaking events as well as engagement
opportunity with potential contractors that connect participants per buyer requirements and guidelines to
be effective. Create one-on-one or one-to-many meetings (virtually and/or in person), as well as track any
business relationships that emerge in the best positive effect for businesses.

OUR FINAL MESSAGE: The Chamber believes that economic development for Puerto Rico can only be achieved by
addressing issues of full and fair contracting transparency to local and U.S. companies. To ensure recovery, economic
growth, and stability in the post-Hurricane Maria period, development must be complemented by job creation and
growth for Puerto Rico’s families, adopting multi-pronged approaches to rebuilding the infrastructure with
innovation and governance levels. Restoring confidence, reviving the economy, and rehabilitating affected
communities is imperative. Key to this process are partnerships with local and federal government authorities and
the private sector in developing and implementing Local Economic Development strategies in Puerto Rico.
The real face of the Economy in Puerto Rico: If hundreds of local businesses of Puerto Ricans choose to close, is
expecting a catastrophic employment rate of 45% of population, and those people will prefer leave rather than to
rebuild, it will reduce the future potential economic recovery for the island, make it more difficult for the
government of Puerto Rico to survive, and make it harder for those who choose to stay behind. Without any private
initiative through incentives, investments, Innovation and creations of new small companies, will be difficult to
Puerto Rico to survive. Today, nearly all of Puerto Rico’s 4,300 are closed after Maria, leaving –mom & pop- most of
them to decide whether to sacrifice as much as a full year of their continuation in the island or move to the mainland.
A clear and immediate strategy is needed, and central to that strategy is the federal government taking the following
three steps this year promoting by the Minority Chamber. Thank you Governor Dr. Rosello.

New Partners

Hon. Lornna Soto
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Hon. Zoe Laboy
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President of the Congress
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